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THE WORD 

 

“Each morning I will sing 
with joy about your 
unfailing love.”  
�
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Let’s Celebrate! 
Welcome to our brand new newsletter designed just for our 

women! 

     This monthly publication is to be informative and helpful to you – the EBC woman!  It 
is a work in progress designed to help keep you up to date with what is happening 
within the church that will benefit you. Our goal is to keep everyone informed and 
connected in a way like never before!                            - The OASIS TEAM 

      It’s a new year! Did you celebrate the first new day? What did you do?  Wear a silly 
hat, laugh or blow a noisemaker? 

        Did you celebrate the second new day? The third, fourth, and fifth new days of the 
year? No? Aren’t they just as special? “Hmmm…Not really,” you say? What about 
Psalm 118:24: “This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it.” 

       Sounds like silly hats and noisemakers could be on God’s agenda for every day! 

      It’s easy to rejoice when holidays on the calendar prompt us to but much harder 
when everyday life becomes…everyday life. A few days after the New Year’s 
celebration, the hats and noisemakers usually get tossed in the trash. Often, along with 
them goes the joy for rejoicing in the everyday days ahead.    

        This year can be different. Forget the “I won’t do this and I will do that” type of New 
Year’s resolutions; try a new way of thinking instead. As part of each new day, find 
something to rejoice about. It could be a beautiful sunrise, encouragement from a 
friend, or an answered prayer. There are also the unexpected joys in everyday life, like 
laughing with your family when you burn the rolls (again), a spontaneous smile from a 
grouchy co-worker, or the friend who brings you chocolate on the moderately worst day 
of your life. 

       Our slogan as Christians should be “Just Celebrate.” Celebrate because every day 
God desires for us to see him at work in our lives. To catch a glimpse of God, a “God 
sighting” in the everyday-ness of life, makes us stop and rejoice in  
his presence. 

       This year, make a new calendar—a “joy for today” calendar. Each day, write down 
one thing (or more) you can rejoice about. And keep that silly hat where you can see it 
to remind you to celebrate every day!                                 - Group Publishing 

Today I can sing for joy 
because:  

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 

______________________ 
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Celebrate the Silly! 
Did you know that January 3 is Fruitcake 
Toss Day and Festival of Sleep Day? And 
the 10th is Houseplant Appreciation Day? 

According to internet sources, there’s a 
silly holiday for every day of the year. And 
if it’s on the internet, it must be real, right? 
Well, maybe not, but at least we can keep 
laughing all year! Especially if we 
celebrate National Kazoo Day (January 
28) or Squirrel Appreciation Day (January 
21). (It’s the middle of winter, so perhaps 
squirrels need encouragement?) 

Here are a few more silly holidays to add 
to your “joy for today” calendar this month: 

11—Step in a Puddle and Splash 
        Your Friends Day (Be nice!) 

12—National Hat Day 

13—Blame Someone Else Day  

18—Winnie the Pooh Day  

20—Penguin Awareness Day 

26—Bubble Wrap Appreciation Day 

27—Chocolate Cake Day 

29—National Corn Chip Day  

 

Everybody Eat Cake! 
In honor of Chocolate Cake Day on January 27 (a well-known holiday to 
Americans as well as internationally!) here is a fabulous recipe for a 
yummy chocolate cake that is gluten-free, too. So there are no 
excuses—everybody eat cake! (Recipe courtesy of glutenfreehomemaker.com) 

Cherry Chocolate Cake 

1¾ cup regular flour OR gluten-free flour mix  
(available in most regular and natural grocery stores) 

1 cup sugar 

¾ cup cocoa powder 

1½ teaspoons baking soda 

1½ teaspoons baking powder 

1 teaspoon salt 

2 eggs, beaten 

1 can (21 ounces) cherry pie filling 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1 teaspoon almond extract 

1 cup boiling water  

Mix the dry ingredients together 
in a large bowl. Add the eggs, 
pie filling, and extracts. Mix in 
the boiling water, stirring gently. 
Pour into a greased 9” x 13” 
pan. Bake for 30-35 minutes at 
350 degrees. Top with 
powdered sugar, and enjoy! 

 
 

 
Looking for a fun �����  to do this month? Come join us on Thursday evening, January 26 for 

                                     ��������������	
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 An event sponsored by OASIS – the women’s ministry group. Bring your girls and have a 
fun time connecting with others while we enjoy a classic while eating! 

The sign up is in the Welcome Center. We need people to help with the meal by bringing 
items listed. We will eat at 6pm and have the movie start shortly thereafter. 

Trivia and questions relating to the movie and will follow.  
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 Media Morsels   

    
Book Review 

 God Sightings: The One Year Bible   
(available in NIV or NLT translations) 

Catch a glimpse of God every day for the rest of the year! 

Revitalize your Bible reading this year, and experience 
the power of God’s Word each day as you study excerpts 
from the Old Testament, New Testament, Psalms, and 
Proverbs. Discover the amazing ways God expresses the 
truth found in the Bible to the world around you and in 
your own life. Read, meditate, and then celebrate the 
God sightings he will reveal to you every day. 

Invite your family and friends to join you in reading the 
Bible in a year, and share your God sightings as you 
journey together!  

God Sightings: The One Year Bible is available at 
Christian bookstores or online at Amazon.com, 
Christianbook.com, or group.com. Additional God 
Sightings resources for small groups can be found  
at group.com. 

 

Internet Review 

 

Internet Café Devotions �

Grab a seat, and let the counter baristas at Internet Café 
Devotions serve your daily cup of inspiration! 

Don’t waste time on the internet this year; make the  
most of it by connecting to daily inspiration for your 
everyday life. At Internet Café Devotions, they have just 
the right blend to help you grow in your relationship with 
God and his Word. You’ll connect each morning with a 
team of women sharing devotional specialties from their 
real life, along with Scripture nuggets of God’s truth for 
you to savor. 

Thirsty? Grab your empty cup, and join the gals at  
the Café for your favorite inspirational flavor! Head to 
internetcafedevotions.com, where you’ll have the option 
to fill your cup via e-mail, Facebook, or Twitter. 

 

 

This page is designed to inform and educate you and  is not an endorsement. Our prayer is that you will  make informed decisions on what you see, read, and  listen to. 
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Contact for more information 
Contact Name: Paula Folkers 

Phone: 402-533-2123 

E-mail: pineappleacres@yahoo.com 
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